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The Vane Brothers crew steps out on deck for a photo shoot in the Southern branch of the Elizabeth River. Photo by Richard . Forrest, Barge Captain, VB-33

The Vane Brothers

This is the thirteenth in a series of articles about the vessels in the
Vane Fleet and the outstanding mariners who operate them. The
Vane Brothers is under charter to the Giant Refining Company and
is utilized on a regular routing between Giant in Yorktown, Virginia
and Salisbury, Maryland. She transports the dedicated barge, VB-33.
Occasionally, she’ll be seen in the Baltimore waters, but for the most

part she travels the open waters of the Chesapeake Bay and the narrow
turns of the Wicomico River. Her fresh look includes a recently painted

Vane Brothers Company “V” on her stack, thanks to her talented crew.

The model bow tug Vane Brothers was built in 1981 by the
St. Charles Steel Corporation in Thibodeaux, Louisiana. She
measures 76.5" x 26.2’ x 11.7” Carrying two Cummins KTA 38
main engines, she was the first “nozzle” boat the company added
to the fleet upon her purchase in 1995. Shortly thereafter, Port
Captain James A. Demske installed the upper wheel house.
In May of 2004 she was completely refurbished. In addition
to shipyard work, her main engines were overhauled and her
tow machine engine was replaced. The Vane Brothers was also
fashioned with a new, larger, stouter bow fender system, which
as Port Captain Michael D. Barr says, “Not only works well,
it looks good, t0o0.”

The Captains

Stephen M. “Snapper” Smith, 200 ton Master License
with towing endorsement — Inland Waters — Unlimited
Radar Observer, was born in Florida. His father, Captain

C.R. Smith, was a Naval Aviator flying Phantom jets and the
commanding officer on the aircraft carrier John F. Kennedy
when she was commissioned in 1967. Stephen holds a valid
aircraft pilot license. He started working on tug boats in the
early 1990s, became a licensed captain in 1994 and joined the
Vane Brothers Company in 1998. He and his wife, Sherry, have
been together since high school in 1975. They have a daughter,
Samantha, age 5. When he’s at home in Cape Hatteras, North
Carolina, he enjoys spending time with his family, especially
walking together on the beach and watching the dolphins.

Walter T. “Steve” Von Moos, 200 ton Master License
with towing endorsement — Inland Waters — Unlimited Radar
Observer, has been caprain of the Vane Brothers for 1 1/2 years.
He joined the company in 1998 and has worked on the tug
for a total of four years throughout two sets of tours. Steve and
his wife, Jennifer, live in Staunton, Virginia with their son,
Troy, 11, and daughter, Gabriel, 8. When he’s home, he enjoys
catching up with his family and watching his children in their
swim competitions. On land, he also serves as teacher’s assistant
to his wife, who is home schooling their children.

The Crews

Mate Darren P. Grover holds a 200 ton Master License
with towing endorsement — Inland Waters — Unlimited Radar
Observer, and lives in Virginia Beach, Virginia. He has worked
in the tug boat industry since 1986 in the Hampton Roads
area. Darren joined the Vane Brothers Company four years
ago and has been working on the Vane Brothers for one year.
Previously, he has served on the Alexander Duffand the Donna
Kay. Between tours, Darren enjoys spending time with his
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Captain “Snapper” Smith’s crew, left to right, are Chief Engineer Timothy Robbins,
Deckhand William Parks, AB Deckhand Charlie Popperwill, Captain Smith,
Mate Darren Grover. Photo by Shane Norgard, Safety Officer

wife, Beverly, and their daughter, Tina. He says, “This is one
of the best overall crews I've worked with.”

Mate Stephen D. Johnson, 200 ton Master License with
towing endorsement — Near Coastal Waters — Unlimited Radar
Observer, lives in Norfolk, Virginia, where he was born and
raised. He has been running tug boats since 1984 and joined the
Vane Brothers Company three years ago. When he’s off the tug,
Stephen enjoys spending time with his family. He and his wife,
Mary, have a 5-year-old daughter, Elizabeth Joy, and a 3-year-old
son, James Douglas. Stephen also likes to go fishing off shore.

Chief Engineer Forrest Anderson lives in Engelhard,
North Carolina. From the engine room, to the electrical to the
plumbing, he keeps the tug’s maintenance going. He holds an
AB Tankerman ticket and is a licensed Engineer. Back on land,
he enjoys being with his family. Forrest and his wife, Kathy, have
three daughters, Abby, 14, Maggie 12, and Kate, 12. He is proud
of his children; all are in academically-gifted (AG) programs
in school. As a family they enjoy fishing and hunting. Before
joining the Vane Brothers Company three years ago, Forrest
had worked as a commercial fisherman for 30 years.

Chief Engineer Timothy J. Robbins is from Tangier
Island, Virginia. He joined the Vane Brothers Company 8 1/2
years ago. He started as Deckhand on the Donna Kay, then as
Engineer on the Alexander Duff. Tim has also worked on the
Patapsco and the Patriot and is coming up on his first year on
the Vane Brothers. When he’s home he enjoys spending time
with his wife, Jessica, and son, Logan, age 20, who is attending
automotive mechanic school. Tim keeps busy working on
his house and likes doing home repairs. He says, “The Vane
Brothers has a great crew to work with.”

AB Deckhand Gary Pruitt is from Tangier Island, Virginia.
He joined the Vane Brothers Company three years ago. He has
recently received his Tankerman PIC. When he’s on land he
enjoys spending time with his two daughters, Layah, age 4, and

i%
a

VN

RS

| _ i
s B

The Vane Brothers heads for Paradise Creck and the Old Virginia Railroad Bridge.

Ava, age 1. He calls the Vane Brothers a nice comfortable boat
and an excellent boat for training a deckhand. He enjoys his
crew “who make each tour a pleasure to come to work.”

Deckhand William P. Parks III is the newest Vane Brothers
crew member, having joined the Company in December. He brings
maritime experience from his service in the Coast Guard. When
he’s back at home on Tangier Island, Virginia, Will enjoys
keeping up with his mission to beautify the island. He works
as a landscaper, improving the yards and gardens with plant
materials that can stand up to the salt and humidity. Of his tug
boat crew, he says, “I couldn’t ask for a better group of guys.
They are very education-minded and have been really helpful.”

AB Deckhand Charlie N. Popperwill, has served on
the Vane Brothers for two years, since his first tour with the

Company. An experienced fisherman, he also enjoys four-
wheeling when he’s home. Chatlie and his wife, Melissa, live
in Belhaven, North Carolina. He’s glad to work with his Vane
Brothers crew, “They’re good guys.”

Caprain Von Mooss crew, left to right, are Chief Engineer Forrest Anderson, Captain
Von Moos, AB Deckhand Gary Pruitt, Mate Stephen Johnson. Photo by Carl A. Wilkins,
Barge Captain, VB-33
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Bells & Whistles

Bells & Whistles congratulates the following employees
celebrating anniversaries with Vane this spring. Those marking
fifteen years are Gary P. Creighton and Joseph F. “Jay” Mattingly.
Shelia Ketterman is marking ten years. Those with five years
are Diane L. Cichocki, Kai E. Hansen, Bret A. Smith,
Christopher J. Smith and William H. Welty. Those with
one year are Daniel B. Barcikowski, Brian M. Bernacki,
Nakitta C. Booth, James K. Clyde, Robb N. Goetz, Erik
F. Hansen, Gordon E. Hoffman, Theodore R. Howard,
Edward D. Landon, Steven M. Meck and John P. Pruitt.
We appreciate all you do to help us as we strive to set the standard
of excellence in the marine transportation industry.

*

Congratulations to Charles F. Hughes, Jr., Chairman
of the Vane Brothers Companies. Mr. Hughes was named
an Honorary Member of the Delmarva Water Transport
Committee at their spring meeting on May 12, 2006 in
Salisbury, Maryland. The DWTC encourages the waterborne
commerce on the rivers, bays and harbors of the Delmarva
Peninsula through the promotion of adequate dredging, safe
navigation and maintenance and the development of harbor
and river terminals to protect and conserve the environment.
A member of the DWTC since 1987, Mr. Hughes led the
organization as President from 2001 to 2002. During his
tenure, he was an active and enthusiastic advocate for safe
navigation and adequate dredging in the Wicomico River.

*

Bells & Whistles welcomes a talented group of new employees
across all the Vane Brothers companies: AB Tankerman Jerry W.
Allgood, Deckhand Bertoldo S. Bernadit, Deckhand Schundell
R. Beverly, Mate James M. Braddy, Deckhand Kenneth D.
Brooks, Jr., AB Deckhand Gary M. Bruno, Mate William P.
Chace, Jr., Deckhand Cory D. Copeland, Deckhand Daniel
C. Crockett, Deckhand Christopher A. Cunningham, AB
Deckhand Norman E. Dorrell, Tankerman Eugene Foster, Fleet
Coordinator/Recruiter Michael J. Freitas, Deckhand Jason D.
Ireland, Mate Donald Kinsey, Jr., Tankerman Eric S. Mullins,
Tankerman Joao Oliver, AB Tankerman Michael S. Parks, Jr.,
AB Deckhand Stephen C. Ragusa, Fire/Raft Technician Richard
Reifonas, Mate Alan Scott, Deckhand Arnett F. Singleton,
Technical Specialist Justin M. Smith, Maintenance Applications
Administrator Oscar Stevenson III, and Deckhand Frank Yacona.

*

Bravo! Manager of Fleet Development, Thomas J. Lamm,
participated in the Capital River Relief: Team Up to Clean
Up effort on the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers on April 4 in
conjunction with the American Waterways Operators Spring
Convention held in Washington, D.C., April 4-7. The program,
organized by Chad Pregracke, founder of the Living Lands

& Waters organization, is dedicated to cleaning up American’s
waterways. Tom reports that his team loaded huge amounts of
river trash onto a barge during the event.

*

Bells and Whistles applauds the initiative of AB Tankerman
Christopher D. DeCamps and HR Specialist Shannon Ly to
create a discount program for employees of the Vane Brothers
Companies. Chris and Shannon have already secured company
discounts from three online work clothing retailers. For further
information, please contact Shannon at sly@vanebrothers.com.

*

A special commendation is deserved for the quick response of
VBMSS employee Richard Reifonas on April 20, 2006 at the
Elizabeth River Terminal in Virginia when he saw an older man fall
between a barge and the dock. Richard yelled, “Man Overboard,
Someone call 911!” then grabbed a line to help pull the man to safety.

*

Hats off to Jaclyn and Otis Godwin on the birth of their
baby Mason Joseph Godwin on April 24, 2006 at 3:38 p.m.
Mason weighed 8 lbs. 12 oz. and measured 21 1/2” long. Further
congratulations to the new grandparents, Donna and Joseph
Kuemmer. Donna is the Chief Administrative Officer of the
Vane Brothers Companies.

*

Thank you to Glen Kelley, Barge Captain on the VB-36,
for visiting the Ritchie County High School in Ellenboro, West
Virginia on May 3, 2006. Glen spoke with seniors and the school’s
guidance counselor about opportunities for working on tugs and
barges. We greatly appreciate Glen’s initiative in introducing
soon-to-be graduates to the marine transport industry.

*

Many thanks for 17 years of excellent service and a very
happy retirement to Harry John Gaither, Barge Captain of
the DS-14 and DS-16. Harry has no plans to slow down, with a
list of almost one hundred books he wants to read and his plans
to play golf twice a week. “It has been a particular pleasure
working for Vane Brothers. I had the unique opportunity as
few others have, of not only watching the company grow and
prosper, but playing a small part in that growth. It has been
a wonderful career, one I would heartily recommend to any
young person considering a maritime career.”

In Memoriam

Our condolences go to H. Donald Browning, Jr., Operations
Manager, whose mother, Joan Lea Browning, passed away on Friday,
May 5, 2006. We extend our sympathy to the Browning family at
this difficult time.
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Photo Gallery

On the Nanticoke, from left, ITs Charles M. Wahlig joins Reed Overfelt,
General Manager, Mid-Atlantic Small and Mid-Market Business, Microsoft
Corporation and Marketing’s Ian Booth.
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From left: Diane L. Cichocki, Accounts Payable; Nadine Czech-Logan, Accounts

Payable Manager; and Christine M. Raleigh, Accounting Assistant, check out a new
book in the Fairfield library.

Members of the Baltimore Maritime Exchange and members of the Maritime Information
Services of North America gather at Fairfield on April 4, where they toured Fleet
Headguarters and attended a program on Vanes internal communications technologies.

Donna K. Kuemmer, Chief Administrative Officer, beams as she holds her newborn
grandson, Mason Godwin.

Mark Your Calendars
and Seize the Day!

The Vane Brothers Company will host its Second
Annual All American Picnics on the following dates:

Saturday, July 15 and Saturday, July 29, 2006

The picnics are offered on two dates to accommodate
all floating staff schedules. Land-based staff is encouraged
to attend both picnics so that the floating staff will have an
opportunity to meet them.

More details to come soon.

Samantha and her dad, Edward A. Adams, Jr. on Take your Child to Work Day, April
27, 2006. Samantha shared a letter she wrote about her day: “I went on the tugboat
Patriot, met my Dad’s boss, had fun, met my Dad’s friends, got to work and I learned
that a whole bunch of really cool barges are coming.”

The Pipeline is published quarterly by:
The Vane Brothers Companies
2100 Frankfurst Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21226
Phone: (410) 631-7773
Fax: (410) 631-7781
Web: www.vanebrothers.com
Editor: Elizabeth S. Hughes
email: ehughes@vanebrothers.com
Production & Design: Novak-Birch of Baltimore
Deadline for next issue: July 15, 2006
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